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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR MEETS WITH FONMIN PASTOR 


3. FONMIN INITIATED THE CONVERSATION BY REMINDING ME 
MY AUDIENCE WAS COMING AT A HOST UNFORTUNATE TIME. HE 
STATED HE, PRESIDENT VIDEIA, AND OTHER KEY MEMBERS OF GOA 
WERE BRISTLING OVER THE LATEST BARRAGE OF SLANDEROUS 
(HIS WORDS) MATERIAL APPEARING IN AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS. 

KE STATED ALL THIS HAD THE APPEARANCE OF A CONCERTED 
EFFORT TO INFLUENCE THE VISIT OF IAHRC. HE DIDN'T QUITE 
SAY SO, BUT INFERREO MANY MILITARY MEMBERS FELT SOME OF 
THIS MIGHT BE USG INPUT. HE SPECIFICALLY WAS REFERRING 
TO ARTICLES APPEARING IN NEW YORK TIMES, PLUS AN 
EDITORIAL, AND THE LATEST IN THE WASHINGTON POST. HIS 
VOICE WENT UP ONE OCTAVE AND SAID "CAN YOU IMAGINE 
COMPARING GENERAL VIOElA TO IDI AMIN* AND CALLING HIM 
BlOOD-IHtRSIY. COMMENT: HE REFERRED TO THE IDI AMIN 
COMPARISON SEVERAL TIMES, SO IT SEEMED THIS POINT WAS THE 
ONE THAT HURT THE MOST. FONMIN PASTOR AND PRESIDENT 
VIDEIA ARE RELATED BY MARRIAGE. THEY ARE BOTH MARRIED 
TO SISTERS. END COMMENT 


INCUIfllNli 

r State TELEGRAM 

BUENOS P4672 01 OF 02 0S2I5OZ 

COULD PERSUADE HARDLINERS TO CO ALONG WITH RELEASE 
HE EXPLAINED HE HAD DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WIT 
M I RG AD, ISRAELI AMBASSADOR, BUT HAD NOT RECEIVED AN 
ANSWER. N I KG AD DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH HE ON 
HAY 31 (SEE BUENOS AIRES <4291 . KIRGAC MADE IT CLEAR 
GOA WANTED A PERSONAL GUARANTEE FROM HIM AS AMBASSADOR, 
AND ALSO FROM ISRAELI GOVERNMENT, SPECIFYING T I MERMAN 
WOULD NOT WRITE, CRITICISE OR CREATE PROBLEMS FOR 
ARGENTINA ONCE HE LEFT COUNTRY. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR 
STATED T I MERMAN HAS FAR EXCEEDED HIS AGE OF MAJORITY 
THUS HE (N IRS AD) NOT IN POSITION TO VOUCH FOR TIME PHAN'S 
BEHAVIOR AFTER RELEASE. I PROMISED FONMIN I WOULD 
CONVEY HIS SUGGESTION TO TIMERNAN'S RABBI. I REMINDED 
FONMIN IT WAS APERSONAL DECISION ONLY JACOBO TIMERMAN 
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4. PASTOR HESITATED FOR A MOMENT. THIS PERMITTED HE 
TO BREAK THE MONOLOGUE AND EXPLAIN TO THE FONMIN OF 
INDEPENDENCE OF US NEWS MEDIA AND HOST CERTAINLY USG HAD 
NO INPUT INTO ARTICLES REFERRED TO BY PASTOR. FONMIN 
GAVE A SIGH OF RELIEF AND THANKED HE FOR EXPLANATION AS 
HE WAS MEETING PRESIDENT VIDELA LATER. HE ASSURED ME 
VIDEIA WOULO BE HAPPY AMD VERY MUCH RELIEVED TO LEARN OF 
USG NON- INVOLVEMENT. I FURIHER EXPLAINED EMBASSY 
SATISFIED SERIES OF ARTICLES ON ARGENTINA WERE NOT RESULT 
OF CONCERTED EFFORT ON ANYBODY'S PART TO EMBARRASS GOA. 
THIS HELPED PUT PASTOR AT EASE. 


5. TIMERMAN CASE: I THEN INQUIRED ABOUT THE STATUS OF 
JACOBO TIMERMAN CASE. FONMIN REPLIED MATTER AT AH 
IMPASSE. HE ASURED ME HE AND VIDELA WERE TWO GOA 
OFFICIALS CARRYING BURDEN IN ATTEMPT TO FREE JACOBO 
TIMERMAN. FONMIN EXPLAINED AF AND NAVY HAVE BEEN 
CONVINCED. HE STATED THERE WERE STILL SEVERAL HARD- 
LINERS IN ARMY WITH NEGATIVE ATTITUDES. PASTOR TOLD 
ME IF TIMERMAN WOULD SIGN AN AGREEMENT, IN GOOD FAITH, 
AGREEING THAT OH HIS RELEASE HE WOULO NOT WRITE, 
CRITICIZE, S7IR-UP PR08LEMS FOR GCA CHANCES OF -.TIMERMAN 
BEING RELEASED BECAME REAL. PASTOR SAID HE F EL T HE 
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VISIT, FONHIN REPLIED DATE HAD NOT BEEN SET. HE SAID 
IT COULD BE AUGUST. HE EMPHASIZED GOA HAD ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING TO DO WITH POSTPONEMENT OF VISIT. HE REPEATED 
SEVERAL TIMES GOA WAS PREPARED TO RECEIVE IAHRC AT 
END OF MAY AND IS STILL READY TO RECEIVE IAHRC AT ANY 
TIME. HE CLARIFIED HE WOULD BE LESS THAT HONEST IF 
HE DIDN'T TELL ME THE LONGER IT TAKES IAHRC TO VISIT 
ARGENTINA THE MORE OPPORTUNITY GOA HAS TO IMPROVE ITS 
CONDITIONS. PASTOR STATED PLAN WAS TO CLEAR PRISON OF 
PEN DETAINEES BY END OF YEAR. HE EXPLAINED PRISONER 
STATUS IN ALL CATEGORIES ARE BEING REVIEWED BY PROPER 
AUTHORITIES. PASTOR SAID nr n.mi-T um any «nMiT.mi< 

« FOR -PESAPARffi™*- hop non any raiir pete urnttmnnii «FriL_ 
S mN HIM ON THE MATTIE 

7. NICARAGUA: FONHIN VOLUNTEERED INFORMATION ON CENTRAL 
AMERICAN CONDITIONS. HE MADE SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO 
NICARAGUA. EVEN THOUGH THIS EMBASSY WAS INFO TO 
STATE 146191, I TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO, IN GENERAL TERMS. 

REVIEW USG'S POSTURE REFERENCE NICARAGUAN ISSUE. I STAYED 
CLOSE TO AMBASSADOR’S MCGEE'S COMMENTS AS PASTOR 
INDICATED HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH AMBASSADOR’S REMARKS 
GIVEN TO OAS. HE APPEARED TO AGREE WITH USG'S POSITION 
AND ALSO ANDEAN FORMULA. HE STATED MEXICO HAD BEEN 
PRECIPITIOUS IN THEIR ACTION AND HAD ONLY ADDED FUEL TO 
THE FIRE. IN A DEFENSIVE MANNER HE STATED ARGENTINA, 

AT THIS MOMENT, WAS TAKING A SOMEWHAT NEUTRAL ROLE. 

HE DENIED GOA WAS IN NICARAGUA’S CAMP. HIS SUGGESTION 
WAS OAS SHOULD SEND A COMMITTEE TO NICARAGUA COMPRISED 
OF THOSE COUNTRIES NOT EMOTIONALLY INVOLVED. HE STATED 
PANAMA, VENEZUELA, COSTA RICA, MEXICO, GUATEMALA, 

HONDURAS, EL SALVADOR WERE ALL EITHER DIRECTLY OR INDIRECT- 
LY INVOLVED. PASTOR STATED HE WOULD DISCUSS NICARAGUAN 
AND OTHER CENTRAL AMERICAN PROBLEMS WITH VIDELA. 


THE MANNER JEHOVAH PROBLEMS ARE HANDLED. I PROMISED 
HIM I WOULD MAKE THE INQUIRY FROM DEPARTMENT. THEREFORE, 
SUGGEST DEPARTMENT SEND THIS EMBASSY WHATEVER LITERATURE 
MAY BE AVAILABLE ON SUBJECT. 

10. COMMENT: OIPCORPS LOOKS UPON PASTOR AS A PLEASANT 
BUT INNOUCO'JS PERSON. HE IS CATEGORIZED AS COOPERATIVE 
BUT NOT KNOWLEDGEABLE IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS. HIS CLAIM 
TO FAME IS NIS RELATIONSHIP TO VIDELA BY MARRIAGE. UP 
TO NOW THERE HAS NEVER BEEN ANY INDICATION OF HOSTILITY 
TOWARDS USG. HE ALWAYS GIVES THE APPEARANCE OF BEING 
TIRED AND OF BEING A POTENTIAL MEMBER OF THE "GERITOL* 
SET. END COMMENT. 

CASTRO 


8. DISAPPEARANCES: INASMUCH AS FONMIN SUMMARILY 
DISMISSED*CJmA£4U^Ufi£^££0BLEMS BY STATINS HE HAD NO 
SOLUTION TO PROBLEM, ^^GAIN^MSED^SSJ^ I ASKED IF 
HE KNEW WHAT GOA’S APPROACH WOULD 6E WITH IAHRC. HE 
REPLIED VIDELA AND STafr hymbfr.* flBF SFRI QUSLV STUDYING 
- PROBLEM HOPING TO COME UP WITfl_AN ACCEP TA BLE FORMULA? 

. HF plD_SxT UP TO NOW THERE WERb W? WIMMI HLVLUIIUHS ‘ 
ON THE TOPIC. I STATED TALK OF THE DA^ UiL Ul JH! ««KUIILL1 
Nil kll -LMUIUtS^ HIS ANSWER WAS if u« a TBrnmnwit err- 
BACK TO PR0GRESlifl£]JlAO ^OADE^ P ASTRO ASSURED ME 
GOA 7s EXERTING EVERY EFFORT TO FIND WHEREABOUTS OF THESE 
YOUNGSTERS. AT THIS POINT HE MADE A PLEA FOR PATIENCE 
AS IN HIS OPINION PROGRESS WAS BEING MADE, EVEN THOUGH 
AT A SLOWER PACE THAN SUITED THEM. 


9. FONHIN REMINDED ME OF OUR DISCUSSION ON JEKOVA'S 
WITNESSES A FEW MONTHS AGO. HE TOLD ME A FULL STUDY IS 
BEING MADE ON HOW TO HANDLE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WHO ARE 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS, CHILDREN NOT SALUTING THE FLAG, 
AND NOT SIGNING NATIONAL ANTHEM. PASTOR SAID THEY 
WANT TO FASHION THEIR “MODUS OPERAND!* IN THE AMERICAN 
STYLE. HE ASKED ME IF l COULD FURNISH KIM WITH 
LEGISLATION,. LITERATURE OR WHATEVER IS AVAILABLE IN 


